
UOTeach: Welcoming Schools

Building the Foundations 
of Welcoming Schools

Gender Inclusive Learning Communities



Connecting



OBJECTIVE 1:  Considering Gender Norms and 
Gender Identity:
a. Related to other aspects of Identity
b. Present in MY OWN sense of myself
c. Informing how I interact as a learner and a 

Future teacher

OBJECTIVE 2: Interrogating how Gender Norms 
and Gender Identity Diversity are:
a. Socially supported / Socially denied in schools
b. Addressed in instruction / Ignored in instruction
c. Opportunities for enrichment / Barriers to 

enrichment



How did we get here?  Jett and Kate

Welcoming Schools – Annual Seminar



OBJECTIVE 1:  Considering Gender 
Norms and Gender Identity:
a. Related to other aspects of Identity
b. Present in MY OWN sense of myself
c. Informing how I interact as a 

learner and a Future teacher

OBJECTIVE 2: Interrogating how 
Gender Norms and Gender Identity 
Diversity are:
a. Socially supported / Socially 

denied in schools
b. Addressed in instruction / 

Ignored in instruction
c. Opportunities for enrichment / 

Barriers to enrichment

KWL: Know - Want to know - Learned



Knowledge Continuum
Gender Norms and Gender Identity

Lived Experience

Academic Knowledge

Cultural Knowledge

Personal Beliefs | Knowledge

?

?

?

All Genders Are 
Welcome



Anticipating the Work of 
Creating an 

Inclusive Learning 
Community



Learning Community

An intentional learning space in which 
EVERYONE has KNOWLEDGE and everyone is 

learning.



Sites of Knowledge Expertise

Personal Lived 
Experiences

Cultural 
Practices

Academic 
Learning



Individual Learner

Specific history – related to inequality
Specific community – related to inequality

Specific field background – related to inequality

Race

Sex/Gender

Color

Ability/Disability

Religion/Creed

National Origin



Individual Learner

Specific history
Specific community

Specific field background



Race

Sex/Gender

Color

Ability/Disability

Religion/Creed

National Origin
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Individual experiences 
within a

Learning Community



Panel: One Story about my identities and my 
learning experiences





Reflection



1. Stay engaged.
Listen deeply and ask with curiosity

2. Speak what is true for you.  
Beginning with I statements can be helpful

3. Experience discomfort.
Reflections on your own discomfort are rich with new 
information 

5. Expect and accept non-closure.
Be open to unexpected outcomes as well as to ambiguity

4. Have an appreciative inquiry stance.
Assume good intent and be attentive to negative impacts

UOTeach Learning Community Norms



I'm not half.
I'm double!



Racial 
Identity

Gender 
Identity

SexualityDisability

Nationality

Intersectionality is an analytic sensibility, a way of thinking about identity and its 
relationship to power. Originally articulated on behalf of black women, the term 
brought to light the invisibility of many constituents within groups that claim them 
as members but often fail to represent them. 
Kimberle Williams Crensha

Intersectionality



Inequality exists in relationship to Power



Difference

Inequality

Normed
“normal”



Knowledge Continuum
Knowledge of Structural and Systemic Inequality

Lived Experience

Academic Knowledge

Cultural Knowledge

Personal Ethical  |  Moral Knowledge



Race

Sex/Gender

Color

Ability/Disability

Religion/Creed

National Origin

Cultural Influences



Race

Sex/Gender

Color

Ability/Disability

Religion/Creed

National Origin

Protected classes



Why do we have federal 
“protected class” status 

for these aspects of 
Identity?



PROTECTED CLASS STATUS IS BASED ON LEGAL 
EVIDENCE

of ongoing 

structural and systemic barriers 

to civil rights and liberties based on each of 
these social identity categories. 



Race

Sex/Gender

Color

Ability/Disability

Religion/Creed

National Origin

Religious 
Barriers

Access 
Barriers

Colorline 
Barriers

Sex/Gender 
Barriers

Race Barriers

Citizenship 
Barriers





Your Turn: Spend some quiet time now considering 
how your identities were present for your past 

learning experiences.  



Race

Sex/Gender

Color

Ability/Disability

Religion/Creed

National Origin
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Silent Gallery Walk



Supporting Functional 
Community Dialogue

EVERYONE has KNOWLEDGE and 
everyone is learning.

Specific history
Specific 

community

Specific history
Specific 

community

Specific history
Specific 

community

Specific history
Specific 

community

LISTENING   >  ASKING QUESTIONS   >   SHARING   

Inclusive Learning Community



SAFE SPACE
uBe Quiet
uMake Difference 
Invisible

GENEROUS SPACE
uExpect Diverse Experiences
uAppreciative Inquiry
uQuestion Ideas
uBe interested in and 
accountable for unintended 
impacts

Safe from what?
Safe for whom?



Difference

Inequality

Normed
“normal”

GENDER



Play #LikeAGirl

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjJQBjWYDTs



Be a Man: The Mask You Live In

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hc45-ptHMxo



A Model for Unpacking Gender Dynamics in the Classroom

This activity was designed by UOTeach 
Cohort 8 Alumni:  Jerami Campbell, Erica Milkovich, and Nate West

Let’s Talk About Gender and the Classroom



Debrief
•Gender Stereotypes have negative 
impacts on behavioral norms in the 
classroom

•Gender Stereotypes have negative 
impacts on instructional content in the 
classroom

•Gender Stereotypes have negative 
impacts on instructional practices



The Light – by Holly Siz

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cf79KXBCIDg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cf79KXBCIDg

Beyond the Binary

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cf79KXBCIDg


Providing practice with new language
VOCABULARY GAME



Enrich
Critical
Literacy 

and Fluency

Select Critical Vocabulary and 
Provide Time for Dialogue

LGBTQ Vocab Example



Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation



Understanding Common Terminology
ODE Guidance on Creating Safe and Supportive School Environments for Transgender Students



Understanding Common Terminology
Welcoming Schools Terminology at Age Appropriate Levels

For Education Professionals Age Appropriate Terminology



Gender Identity

■Gender Identity is the term for the gender a 
person knows themselves to be in the world.  

■ Gender identity is generally seen as a 
developmental awareness which takes place in 
early childhood (ages 3-7). 

■ The two most common gender identities are 
boy and girl (or man and woman).  

■ The organization Gender Spectrum 
(genderspectrum.org) offers a great deal of 
education information regarding gender 
identity and schools.

■ Gender Identity Terms
– Male
– Female
– Transgender
– Non-Binary
– Gender non-conforming
– Something else fits better



Sexual Orientation--Romantic Attraction
■ Sexual orientation is the umbrella 

term used for romantic attraction.  
■ A youth can be romantically attracted 

to persons of the same sex, of a 
different sex, or of multiple sexes.  

■ Romantic attraction is commonly 
expressed in children beginning pre-
pubescent period of their lives.  

■ It is commonly expressed in early 
crushes and later in partnering and 
dating activities during middle and 
high school.

■ Sexual Orientation
■ Romantic Attraction
– Gay / Lesbian
– Straight, that is, not 

lesbian or gay
– Bisexual
– Pansexual
– Asexual
– Something else fits better



Evolution of Language

Cisgender: 
A term used to describe 
people who, for the most 
part, identify with the sex 
they were assigned at 
birth.

Pansexual:
A person who can be 
attracted to any sex, 
gender or gender identity



Kendra Little: Becoming More

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFVbcvOUrj0&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFVbcvOUrj0&feature=youtu.be


Respectful and Inclusive Use of 
Names and Pronouns

Practice a Read Aloud
using They/Them Pronouns

Ask the Internet for HELP

Lee Airton

Look to the Experts

Try a read aloud 
renaming your 

favorite character. 
Practice.



Where do you 
go from here:
K-W-L
On your own

Where do we 
go from here:
Sept: EDST 627
Fall: In your methods 
courses
Winter: EDST 628



EXIT TICKET

Full Name:

1. One take away from today:

2. One lingering question after today:


