
UOTeach Licensure and Degree Info Sheet 
 

Licensure (offered by Oregon Teacher Standards and Practices Commission - TSPC) 

 What kind of license is it? 
Your first license will be a Preliminary Teaching License covering prekindergarten through 12th grade with the 
endorsements you complete while in UOTeach. If a grade limitation exists, it is embedded within the 
endorsement. Possible endorsements are listed below: 

o Elementary – Multiple Subjects 
o English Language Arts or Foundational English Language Arts 
o Advanced Mathematics or Foundational Mathematics 
o Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Science, Physics, or Foundational Science 
o World Languages: Chinese, French, Japanese, Spanish 
o Social Studies or Foundational Social Studies 
o ESOL 

 When do I apply? 
Two weeks to no more than one month prior to the end of the term in which you’ll complete licensure courses. 
Most full-time students will apply in June. 

 How do I apply? 
1. To begin, you will need an account on TSPC’s eLicensing system. You already did this when you started your 

program if you applied for your background check online through TSPC. 

o Be sure to use the same log in information when applying for your license.  

o If you have trouble with the system at any point, email TSPC directly at online.tspc@oregon.gov. 

2. Input or update your personal information on the “TSPC Dashboard”. Be sure to use an email address you 
check regularly. If you use your UO address, you’ll need to change it upon graduation to maintain contact 
with TSPC. TSPC only communicates via email. 

3. Once you’ve saved your personal data, apply for your first license. Select the “Applications” link just above the 
Personal Information section of your dashboard. Keep the following in mind while completing the application: 

o You are applying for a Preliminary Teaching License with the endorsement(s) you’ve completed. 

o To avoid being over-charged for review of an out of state license and/or another fingerprinting fee, be 
sure to do the following: 
 Near the beginning of the application, be sure to check the box that states you have held an Oregon 

license or you have completed an Oregon approved educator program. Remember this will be true 
by the time TSPC evaluates your application for licensure. 

 On the next page of the online application, select "Clinical Practices" and type in “fingerprinting”. If you 
don’t’ enter this information, TSPC will charge another fingerprinting fee as part of the application.  

o In the education section, list your UOTeach program (post-baccalaureate if your degree hasn’t been 
awarded on your transcript yet) and any other bachelor’s or higher degrees you may hold. 

o The work experience section is only for licensed work as a professional educator. Do not list practicum 
experiences or student teaching here. 

o You’ll be asked the same character questions you answered when submitting your fingerprints at the 
beginning of your program. If you answer yes to any item, you will need to provide documentation 
unless you already did so when submitting your background check. 

o All payments are now completed online using a credit or debit card. TSPC no longer accepts any paper 
payments. The fee for the Preliminary Teaching License is $140, plus a $10 portal provider fee, for a total 
of $150. 
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 What do I send to TSPC? 
Once you’ve completed your license application, you will need to submit official transcripts of your UOTeach 
coursework, your bachelor’s degree, and any other bachelor’s or higher degrees you’ve earned directly to TSPC. 
Electronic or paper official transcripts are accepted. 

o You can apply before your final grades post, but make sure the transcript you submit includes these 
grades or TSPC will not grant your license. 

 What else will TSPC check? 
TSPC will verify passing scores on all required exams, background check clearance, bachelor’s degree 
completion, submission of the edTPA, and passing grades in all UOTeach licensure coursework. 

o Minimum Testing Required for Oregon Licensure (Must be passed):   

 ORELA/NES Content Exam(s) 

 Protecting Student and Civil Rights in the Educational Environment 

o Optional 

 ORELA/NES English to Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

 ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (required for Bilingual Specialization) 

 Basic skills, such as EAS (NOT required in Oregon, but many other states still require it) 

 What else do I need to know? 

o First license is active 3 years, plus however long until your next birthday. For example, if your license is 
issued in July 2019 and your birthday is in May, your first license will come up for renewal in May 2023. 

o You can renew a Preliminary license indefinitely with 75 continuing PDUs each 3-year licensure period. 

o The next license is the Professional Teaching license. It requires 4 full-time or 6 half-time or higher years 
of licensed teaching experience and an advanced professional development plan. The license is renewed 
every 5 years at the same cost as the Preliminary. 

o We strongly recommend getting the Oregon license, even if you intend to work in another state. It’s 
easier to reclaim an expired license than to try to claim a first license here years after program 
completion. 

o While you complete your application to TSPC, Richelle will make a recommendation for your license on the 
College’s behalf. All licensure requirements must be complete and official to receive a recommendation. If 
all items are met by the completion of spring term, you should receive your license in July. 

o If you accept a job in another state, let Richelle know right away since you’ll likely need your Oregon 
license to get your license in the other state. 

 

 

 

Questions? Contact Richelle Krotts at coelicensure@uoregon.edu.  
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